THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


‘TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/SC 6th May, 1963. 


Dear Farquhar McLay, 


: The script which you submitted 
to Mr. Macdonald has finally come to me. 


I am excited by it and feel 
that there is a very good chance of its eventual 
acceptance probably for proadcast this Autumn. 


It will, I think, require 
re-writing and clarification, but I am well 
satisfied with the pattern as itis. I should 
like,if I may, to keep the script in the meantime 
for a re-reading, then perhaps we could meet 
and discuss it. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Stewart am 


General Programmes Producer. 


Farquhar McLay Esqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
GLASGOW, Ne2e 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/SC 8th May, 1963. 


Dear Farquhar McLey, 


After a hectic day on the telephone I have 
good news for yous Although there are one or two minor factors 
still to be allowed for it is fairly certain that there is a space 
for a play to be broadcast on Scottish Home Service on the evening 
of June 17th. 


I should like to see you as soon as possible 
with a view to filling the space with 'LIFTNAN', The seript as 
it is seems a little long but I have some cuts in mind and would 
like to sound you on them. 


Then there is the matter of casting - would 
you weigh this in your mind. 


As time is now tight, the best thing would be 
for you to ring me as soon as possible, so that we can arrange a 
meeting (Wes. 8844 Ext. 216). 


Congratulations on this. I am leoking forward 
very much to working on the production. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Stewart Conn) ——~ 
General Programmes Producers 


Farquhar McLay Esqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
GLASGOW, N.W. 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1 


TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX %* CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-W1 %* TELEX: 22182 
TELEPHONE: LANGHAM 4468 ~ Exte 25 9 


Reference: 01/CT/DLR 17th May 1963 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


I hear from Stewart Conn that he has 
accepted from you an approximately 40-minute 
play entitled LIFTMAN which he hopes to 
broadcast in the Scottish Home Service on a 
date yet to be fixed. As you know, we hope 
to record the programme on 26th May. 


I should be glad to have your formal 
agreement to our use of this script, subject 
to payment at the increased rate of 
50 guineas to cover one broadcast to a home 
audience. I am attaching a contract and 
shall leok forward to receiving back from you 
one Signed copy. 


Yours sincere 


= 
4 . 
~) Ou Sy eS 
(Migs D.L. Ross) 
Copyright Department 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/S¢ 10th June, 1963. 


Dear Farquhar, 


So 'Liftman' has been recorded. I don't know 
whether it will satisfy you so much as I had hoped. Roddy's 
performance may seem a wee bit "thick" and Mary, perhaps over~echoing 
him, will I think after all be a rung down the social ladder from 
where you would have placed her. At the same time, both seemed 
happy in their performances and both performances are, I think, very 


good indeed. ! Sipe yen Coy Antey the Jnihesk Prewtemet ! Ape 


*y , S hrs Ar, *y 
€. 1 Thanks again for providing the script and for your 


help and patience. I enjoyed working on it and look forward to 
seeing anything else you like to submit. 


No date as yet for 'Liftman', but shall let you know 
as soon as I hear myself. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Stewart Conn) 
General Programme Producer. 


Farquar McLay Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
GLASGOW, Ne2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/5C 17th July, 1963. 


Dear Farquhar, 


Good news: LIFTMAN is to be broadcast 
on Friday 2nd August from 8.50pm to 9.30pm. This 
is a good timing, too ~ there are still the pubs to 
compete with, but no MAIGRET! 


I hope the finished product isn't too 
far from what you had in mind. The important thing, 
of course, is that the experience of LIFTMAN (and 
I think this includes hearing it) should speed your 
next play on its way. 


What about a 60-minuter next time? 
This is, at the moment, the most marketable duration 
so far as London are concerned. 


Many thanks for the magazine. Your 
own poem clanged home with me as none of the others 
did. It was alive somehow, organic. 


And thank you again for LIFTMAN, and 
for your patience with us during rehearsals. 


All best wishes ~ and hope to see you 
soon. 


Yours sincerely, 


, 


(Stewart Conn) 
Farquhar McLay Esqe, General Programme Producer. 
6 Allander Street, 
GLASGOW, N.2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 
31st July, 1963. 


Farquhar MeLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Possilpark, 

Glasgow. 


Dear Mr. MecLay, 


Stewart Com gave me your radio play, "Liftman", to read, 
I am most impressed by the dialogue and characterisation and am 
writing to ask if you would be interested in tackling a television 


plays 


At the moment the demand is for 60-minute plays with a 
présent-day background. 


If you have any scripts or ideas you would care +o discuss 
perhaps you could 'phone me and we could arrange a mutually convenient 
meeting, 


Yours sincerely, 


/ 5 
y - oe mali 
how On — 
(Piaric Maclaren) 
Television Producer, 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W’.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


References 11/SC 10th October, 1963. 


Dear Farquhar, 


Thanks very much for your seript; 
good to hear from you agains 


As it is for television I shall read 
it and pass it to Pharic McLaren, rather than 
cause a clutter with my own opinions and sound- 
slanted views. Hope this is okay. 


Yours sincerely, 


OTA. 


a. 
(Stewart Conn) 
General Programme Producere 


Farquhar McLay Usqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
GLASGOUY, Ne2e 


hmg. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/SC 18th October, 1963. 


Dear Farquhar, 


I have re-read "Eddie" and although 
its dialogue is real I don't feel that it has 
the sparkle and interest of "Liftman" and it 
seems an overflow from it rather than a development 
of it, but obviously I am not seeing it visually. 
And so, I have passed it on to Pharic. This 
seems only fair as I am off on a belated September 
holiday and don't like to leave it in a drawer. 


I hope it appeals to hin. 
All the best. 


Yours sincerely, 


™, 


(Stewart Conn) 
General Programme Producer 


Farquhar McLay Hsqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
GLASGOW, N.2. 


Reference : PROGS/IT 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION py, 
Apa, (96 
BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, wi 1” (76K . Aegfenemn 


STATEMENT OF PAYMENT FOR SERVICES OR IN RESPECT OF A COPYRIGHT 
Dear Sir/Madam, : / 
Given below is the gross amount of your payments (including any expenses) from the Corporation for the 

past fiscal year. This amount has been notified by the Corporation to the Inspector of Taxes. 

REFERENCE No. 
POF IAG JOHN FARCQUHAR MO o Ay S AFK 
* ALLANDER ST 

Programme Accountant 
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4 (THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
yf : Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


f 4 TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


_ Reference: 11/5¢ 
20ta June, 1964. 


Sear Thrquhar, 


=> _ Thank you for submitting "Anna". It has now been 
round the Reading Tanel ond T am afreid the decision has cone against 
ier 
Love 


at it i 

ct, it lacks the preciseness 

Tuch of "Anna" too seems streugely visval to mee I thins, for instcnce, 

+ a that 2 visuel version vould tend to (and exeress) a mech sreater fund 

of start humour then vould se possible in soun?. Dohave no quibble 

with your setting. Indeed, I would have no right to quibble even 
if I wished to, but I do think that too.mich of the dialogue cones 
across as heing sor?id Tor its own sake and I do believe that tue 

j packeroun? of 2 play, ospecislly in a case like this, must be a velid 

4 springboard for the action rathor than simply shoc'cing or en end in 
itself, I 
must, I : 
this. 


oy in fx 


rself can determine no overall rhythm in the piece and I 
afraid, agree with the general decision, I am sorry about 


b Yours sincerely, 


idot 


(Stanart Conn) 
Generel frogre:me iroducere 


Varquhar liclay sqe, 


. “6 Allander Strect, 

LASGOW, Ws. | 

ar 
re 
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rn 
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Seript encls 


THE «BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1 


TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX *& CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-W1 * TELEX: 22182 
TELEPHONE: LANGHAM 4468 


Reference: 03/D/WA 12th November 1964 


Dear Mr McLay, 


Thank you for sending us your play 
ANNA. We felt that it should be seen by 
Scottish Region and have forwarded it to 
Mr J.S. Conn from whom you will no doubt 
be hearing in due course. 


Yours sincerely, 


(illiam Ash) 
Script Unit, Drama (8S) 


Farquhar McLay, Esq » 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, 

N.2. 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/SC 24th February 1965 


Dear Mr. Farquar McLay, 


I am interested to know if you have any 
dramatic material which could be considered for broadcast. 
Preference will be given to work conceived in terms of 
radio; and emphasis should be on contemporary relevance 
as opposed to any calculated degree of Scottishness. 


A series of unrelated 30-minute plays is 
planned for Scottish Home Service later in the year. 
This apart, 60 minutes is a good duration both from our 
viewpoint and from London's. 


I am to be based in London until the end of 
March, when I return to Glasgow. In the meantime 
I shall hope to hear from you and to receive something 
from you. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Stewart Conn) 
Drama Producer 


John Farquar MeLay, Esq. , 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, 

H.2. 


dE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/SC 29th March 1965 


Dear tir. McLay, 


I acknowledge receipt of your 
script "The Betrayal" 


Mr. Conn has asked me to pass 
this script to Mr. A.P. Lee, our Features 
Producer in Glasgow, as it seems to be 
more in his line; you should, therefore, 
hear from Mr. Lee very shortly. 


Yours sincerely, 


by ooh, sbeos, 


(Iris Robertson~Brown) 
Secretary to Drama Producer, 
Stewart Conn 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/APL 31st March 1965 


Dear Farquhar McLay, 


Stewart Conn has sent me your script "The Betrayal". I would like 
to discuss this with you. Please ring up and fix a time when you are able 
to come along here. 


May I say that I recall your name from reading (years ago) a script 
of yours called "The travellers". I can't remember if it did get on the 
air, I confess; if it did, I didn't hear it. 


I'll hold on to this script wnless you want it back before we meet. 
Yours faithfully, 


A-P. LEE 
FEATURES PRODUCER 


Dictated by Mr. Lee and apart geee 
in his absence by: _// 


HAR Q 


ea ary. 


i 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


dE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/APL lst April 1965. 


Dear Farquhar McLay, 


I am sorry that I was not available when you 
phone this morning. Unfortunately I am not free 
at 11.00 aem. tomorrow as I am to be in the editing 
channel all morninge Would it be convenient for 
you to come either on Monday 5th or Wednesday 7th 
April at the same time? 


Yours faithfully, 


LD 


(Archie Ps-tee) 
Peatures Producer 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/APL 15th April 1965. 


Dear Farquhar, 


Don't be alarmed when you see "The Betrayal" coming back to you again. 
There are only minor points I wish to raise about it and I have pencilled these 
in very lightly. You can easily rub them out and simply write in alterations 
that will meet the points of criticism that I make. 


So far as I am concerned this is an accepted script. I am offering the 
idea to London (and that is the reason for some of the notes I have made on it) 
in the hope that they will want to use it. But if it does not attract them it 
will go into the first available space in our Scottish Home Service. I warn 
you this may mean quite a long wait because the spaces for non-specialised talks 
are now very rare indeed. 


I hope that my little jottings will make sense to you but it you are in 
doubt about anything either ring up or call along. 


With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
Nols, : 
(Archie Py hee) 


Features Producer. 


town: tee see S 

Farquhar McLay, Hsqe, bt } aie 2 ee vena a f= 
6 Allander Street, pees 
Glasgow, N.20 Pave obed ha re Oe 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATIOn 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


References 11/aPL 21st April 1965 


Dear Farquhar, 


Thank you for dealing so quickly with the points I raised. The 
script is now in good shape, but my guess was that it would read inside the 
20-minute limit; and my guess can be wrong. I'm sure we wouldn't get a 
25-minute space for it: twenty will be a struggle, though I hope we can 
have it - even at the expense of a wait. But I hope no severe cutting will 
be necessary. 


I'il have to hold it now — and this may well be for months before a 
20-minute space is available, I'm sorry to say - and let you know when we 
can record it. So far there is no reaction from London (who have more spaces 
available) put even if they turn it down I have recommended it for the Scottish 
Home Service. Keep your fingers crossed = as will I. I'll let you have news 
whenever I get it. 


Yours sincerely, 


A.P. LEE 
Features Producer. 


Dictated by Mr. Lee and eae 
in his absence by: ,/, ee: 
vy le x Aas. 


Farquhar MeLay, Bsqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


HE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/APL 26th April 1965. 


Dear Farquhar, 


A date has come up for your talk earlier 
than I had imagined possible in the Scottish Home 
Service and I have placed it there on Thursday, 
June 10th, 2.00-2.20 peme This still leaves 
open the question of a placing in the London Home 
Service. 


I would be glad if you could give us a ring 
to settle on a time when you could come along to 
rehearse and record. We will be able to cover 
it all in less than two hours. 


Yours sincerely, 


1 


(archie P. Lee) 
Features Producer. 


Farquhar McLay, Esq. , 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, Ne2e 


E BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
oadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/APL 29th April 1965. 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


On enquiry I find that the first available 
day on which we can get studio and recording 
facilities is Monday 1Oth May. Rehearsal and 
recording as follows:- 


Rehearsal: 10.00-11.00 a.m. Studio 10 Glasgow 
Recordings 11.00-11.30 a.m. 


Please let me know if this suits. 
Yours ecetucaas 


oka lk 


(Heather Eos 
Secretary to Features noe 


Or _! 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


4 Talks (Live or Recorded) 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE, 


Broadcasting House, bomdanapxitxt. cLascov, W.2. 


CATBBAMEY, cece 19050 


Oear Sir 

with reference to our invitation to you to prepare and deliver a talk we offer you an engagement on the terms and con- 
ditions shown below and overleaf. If you accept, kindly sign and return the attached confirmation sheet, or reply otherwise, as soon 
as possible, (See Condition | overleaf.) 


service... S¢otbish Home Service (Scotland ecm 


Title cco THE BETRAYAL": to write and read your own 20-min. talk. 


Date of Recording _._. Monday, 10th May, 19656. SEA Ni eaters BYR eck A) eR a eed 


Time of Recording.......rke00.— 11430. BeMe. (Rehearsals. 10.00. - 11.00 acme). 


Place coca FLESLOW 0 


Date of First Broadcast.2 


FES Siceineita perenne ee 


Producers Mr. AP. Lee, 


Letters addressed to speakers c/o the BBC will be forwarded, but for statistical purposes the letters may be opened 
before being forwarded unless we are notified of any objection, Letters marked ‘“‘Personal’’ are forwarded unopened. If you should 
receive notice of any claim for defamation in respect of the talk(s) you are asked to notify the Corporation before taking any steps 


~ 
to deal with the claim. 


Yours faithfully, 
THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION, 


Wke 230 [ Farquhar McLay, Esqe, t Cy ' 
6 Allander Street, aoe 


GLASGOW, N.2. 5 
Scottish Programme Executives 


L. = 


P/644 1-64 AEB 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


26th May, 1965. 


Farquhar McLay, Esq. , 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow N.2. 


Dear Mr. MeLay, 


I have just finished reading "The Betrayal" - which 
was passed to me by Archie Lee. May I say how mch I was impressed 
by it - and how mech I hope you will think about tackling a television 
play for me one of these days. 


With best wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 


ay 


4 Ly Woe 


(Pharic Maclaren) 
Television Producer. 
DFB: 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 
Reference: 11/£2L 10th June 1965. 


Dear Farquhar, 


I thought your talk came over very well today, and I am in hopes that 
"The Listener are to use at least vert of it. 


The London talks people like the talk too, but they see no prospect of 
being given a 20-minute space ~ at least for many months. They ask if it 
could be reduced by five minutes. 


I know it is a hard request, and I know that mere cutting won't fill 
the bill. Re-writing of some portions would be required. I wonder how 
you feel about it? If you can do a shorter version we would re-record the 
whole thing; but if you feel that it is going to destroy the unity and balance 
of the talk, I would quite understand. 


Kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


a 


(Archie-<+—bee ) 
Features Producer. 


Farquhar McLay, isqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2- 


HE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
sroadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/APL 17th June 1965. 


Dear Farquhar, 


This just acknowledges safe arrival of the 
cut-down version of "The Betrayal. I'l write 
soon when I have a chance to look at it - a bit 
thrang just a the moment. 


Yours, 


(Archie P. Lee) 
Features Producers 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, Ne2e 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


References 11/APL 18th June 1965. 


Dear Farquhar, 


You have done a remarkably smooth job on your seript. I first read 
it without reference to the original, and I found that it hung together in 
a watertight mamer. I had, in fact, to go back to the original and see 
what you had done to shorten it. 


Now, if it proves to be over-short, I could suggest a rescue operation 
to restore some of what has gone. 


Possibles for retention, in my view, can be chosen from these passages, 
omitted from the original script:- 
Page 6 = Last sentence 
Page 8 ~ First two sentences 
Page 9 2 Last sentence 
Page 12-13 The Green Lady episode 
Page 15 - Second par. 


If you agree, I suggest we incorporate them into the shortened script, 
ready to omit what is required when the stopwatch tells its tale. 


Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


& 
” 


(Archie PF. Lee) 
Features Producer. 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


24th June 1965 


Dear Farquhar, 


I feel that the time has come again to ask 
if you have been working on anything for radio. 
I am hoping that there may be a series of 
30 minute plays soon, and shall be glad to read 
anything you care to contribute. 


I hope things are going well with you, 
and I am glad that the talk which was passed 
on was so well received. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sta wohon, ‘ 


(Stewart Conn) 
Drama Producer 


Farquhar McLay, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
sroadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


References 11/APL 25th June 1965. 


Dear Farquhar, 


I am delighted to hear about 'The Listener’, 
When I told Douglas Stewart, Assistant Head of 
Programmes, he gave a reusing cheer and declared 
that this had made his day. 


We have managed to secure recording time on 
Friday, 16th July at 11.00-11.45 a.m. Studio 10 
Glasgow. I look forward to seeing you then and 
doing the new version with as many of the bits 
restored as the clock will allow. 


With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


AP. LEE 
Features Producer. 
Dictated by Mr. Lee and despatched in 
his absence by: we Secretary. 


Farquhar Mclay, Hsq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, Ne2e 


Taiks (Live or Recorded) 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Head Office : BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : GLASGOW WESTERN 8844 


Our Reference: 11/eN AM 2nd. July. 65 


See ae sallioeerecs, 


Dear Sir 

With reference to our invitation to you to prepare and deliver a talk we offer you an engagement on the terms and con- 
ditions shown below and overleaf, If you accept, kindly sign and return the attached confirmation sheet, or reply otherwise, as soon 
as possible. (See Condition | overleaf.) 


Home Service. 


SONVICG sinter a acs 


“THE BETRAYAL! 


THES esses 


Friday 16th July, 1965. 


Date of Recording... ccicrwcncon 


11.00 ~ 11.45 a.m. incl. rehearsal. 


Fime of RECOrding necweeen svnrn 


_ Studio 10 - Glasgow. 


Plage: 5.5 Seeeereres 


To be arranged 
Date so Fipst Brand Caste se a stescci “ENge Gs Lia CO 


To be arr 
Time of First Broadcast... eel eves arranged. 


£18. 18s. 


PRODUCER: Archie P. Lee 


Letters addressed to speakers c/o the BBC will be forwarded, but for statistical purposes the letters may be opened 
before being forwarded unless we are notified of any objection. Letters marked ‘‘Personal’’ are forwarded unopened. If you should 
receive notice of any claim for defamation in respect of the talk(s) you are asked to notify the Corporation before taking any steps 
to deal with the claim. 


Yours faithfully, 
THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION, 


i 4 ome 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, . 
6 Allander Street, Scottish Programme Executive 
GLASGOW. N. 2. 


lhe a 


P/644 3-65 AEB 


WK. 28 


BBC PUBLICATIONS 
= BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
s MARYLEBONE HIGH STREET, LONDON, W.1 


TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX * CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-WI + TELEX: 22182 
TELEPHONE: WELBECK 5577 


THE LISTENER AND BBC TELEVISION REVIEW, 


soca bees 
ie 7 
Farguhar McLay, Esq., 
6, Allender Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 
= ll 
PAYMENT ADVICE £13. 2g, 6d. 


Please) find enclosed! cheqtie:svalene sa scssissincssccstssscanncttens saci cteas tu suteirctceceacrteoarsoete 


in payment for the undernoted: 


Publication fee for b/cast talk: 
'The betrayal! 


Issue dated....... R. P, DICKINSON 


Publications Accountant 


Endorsement of the cheque is sufficient 


acknowledgement of receipt 
N/I7a/P B.P. 10.62 8 ney 


E BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND) TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


12th July 1965 


Dear Farquhar, 


Thank you for writing and best 
wishes for the play. I will keep my fingers 
crossed until I hear from you. Don't feel 
that you are fighting against time. I will 
be happy to wait! I hope all goes well with 
you. All the best. 


Yours sincerely, 
iS as eae ‘ 
(Stewart Conn) 


Drama Producer 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference 11/APL 4th August 1965 


Dear Farquhar, 
Thank you for sending the script by Robert Lynn. 


I am a bit snowed under at the moment because while I was away in 
Shetland for ten days Heather fell ill and there was no-one to keep things 
moving at this end. I will write again when I have read it thoroughly 
but I think the best probability here is going to be an off-the-cuff 
chat with Robert Lynn. 


It is odd this should be on my desk for I was considering getting 
in touch with you anyway to ask whether he might be able to help in 
another project. 


One of our London departments is doing a programme about reefer 
smokers. The idea is to record anonymous interviews with people who 
are addicts. The interviewer is a chap who appears quite frequently on 
television as well as sound, Paddy Feeny. I have worked with him before 
and he is a very pleasant straight-forward guy. 


Paddy isn't coming up until September 14th and 15th but if possible I 
would like him to meet Robert Lynn (and any other characters he might suggest) 
at that time. 


If you give us a ring perhaps we can arrange about this, also for myself 
to have a chat with Robert about his script. 


With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 


(A.P. hes) 
Features Producer, Glasgow 


Farquhar LeLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


MW 


HE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


29th September 1965 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


Mr. Conn was able to read your script 
"The Stream" just before he left for his 
holiday. 


He asked me to say that he feels there 
is hope for it being accepted, and he will 
be contacting you as soon as he gets back. 


Yours sincerely, 


Le é. Cave 


(Secretary to Stewart Conn ) 
Drama Producer 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, Ne2e 


« 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION, 


BROADCASTING HOUSE, 5517 DLR 
LONDON, W.1. 
in Alc with Farquhar NeLay, Esq. ’ Date of issue 


| 
; 6 Allander Street, 215-10..65, 
| 


Glasgow, W.2. 
Service and 
probable date 
of broadcast 


Name of Programme, Title of Work 


and author Fees | 
(if known) bl 
Sas TRE STREAM — approx. 30! radio 
on a date to| play 
be arranged. 
First halt of fee £41 30 O 


Commissioned 


' | , : > 


PS/II18 Cat. No. 6280 


<a 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING?CORPORATION 


rm casting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


12th October 1965 


Dear Farquhar, r 


I feel that there are certain passages 
of "The Stream" which wight have to be 
modified and tightened, but I will discuss 
these with you in due course. In the 
meantime, I am willing to put the re-writing 
on a commission basis, and you will be hearing 
from our Copyright Department presently. 


It is hoped that the play will be one 
of a series of six on Scottish Home Service 
sometime next year. 


All good wishes. 
Yours sincerely, 


/ (Stewart Conn) 
Drama Producer 


Farquhar icLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, We2e 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1 


TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX * CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-Wi * TELEX : 22182 
‘TELEPHONE: LANGHAM 4468 = Exte 2538/9 


Reference 01/CT/DLR 13th October 1965 


Dear Mr. MceLay, 


Stewart Conn has asked me to commission you to write an approximately 
thirty minute play for radio entitled THE STREAM. He hopes to broadcast 
this in the Seottish Home Service on a date to be arranged. 


Would you be kind enough to confirm that you can accept this commission 
subject to payment of sixty guineas. I am attaching a contract one copy 
of which perhaps you would kindly sign and return. 


Yours sincerely, 


Les nN hy 


(Miss D.L. Ross) 
Copyright Department 


ee 


Farquhar McLay, Esq-, 
6 Allander Street, 
GLASGOW, We2. 


AGS 
ENG 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


9th December 1965 


Dear Farquhar, 


I'm delighted that this has gone through, and am looking 
forward to the production in due course. 


The series itself will not be broadcast until well into 
the spring of next year. I think the best thing is to return your 
script to you meantime, and let you do the minor revisions which you 
felt could be done on the play. I agree that a little pruning could 
be done at the same time. 


I am pleased with the character relationships and the 
over-all development of the script. There is one point where I'd like 
to ask you to reconsider some lines - on p- 13 of your typescript. 

I don't think this short section is really integral to the play, and 
there is the possibility that this would aggravate SHS listeners. 
Very little alteration should do it. 


When you return the script, the second half of the fee can 
be released by Contracts Department. So I'll leave it to you! 


Look forward to hearing from youe Sorry not to have seen 
you, but I've been off for several reasons. Are you back in our cold 
climate for keeps? 


All the best. 
Sincerely, 


4 A Sow - 
Pe a 


Farquhar McLay, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2- 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


14th December 1965 


Dear Farquhar, 


Many thanks for your promptness. And for the changes you've 
made. I am sure they are adequate. And I'm not worried about the 
duration being 30 and not 35 minutes. I've a feeling it may tighten 
a little in the playing. Let us, as you say, face any problems when 
we get to the studio. I agree that the guitar will require careful 
handling. And this will be one of the things I shall discuss with 
you beforehand. 


It may be some time before the production itself. I'm busy with 
a serial, among other things, until the end of March. But I hope to get 
stuck into the series of new plays immediately after that. So don't worry 
if you don't hear for some time. We shalln't go ahead without you! 

Again many thanks for submitting the script in the first place. 

Hope things go well with you. 


Yours sincerely, 


SR. 


(Stewart Conn) 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow. N.2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
E adcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


22nd February 1966 


Dear Mr. “IcLay, 


dust to let you mov that 72 saw 
have a transmission date for THE STRUAL. 


FRIDAY 310 JUNE 
9.30 — 10.07 - ane 
SHS 


vast: TO’ JONT, Lana "YILSON, 
Lab 


BSLIG Blac TER, 
IRMNS SURTSRS. 


Recerding will be in Glasznw, 
17th and 18th Varch. 


Yours sincerely, 


G f 
Ae 
fh CAG 
(Secretary to Stevart Conn) 
Parqhuar “icLay, Zsq.-, 


6 Allander Street, 
Glasgoir, We2e 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/aPL 2nd March 1966 


Dear Farquhar, 

The mills of God and the BBC grind very sowly but at last they have 
come out with a date for the 15 minute version of your talk. It is going 
out on all Home Services on Thursday, April 14th from 10,09-10,15 a.m 

I hope you are keeping well and brewing up new ideas. 


I am still waiting for the revised version of Robert Lynn's talk. 
But who knows may be he grinds slowly too. 


With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Archie P, Lee) 
General Programme Producer. 


Farquhar Mcbay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


RECORDED 
DELIVERY 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


Reference: 11/APL 10th March 1966 


Dear Farquhar, 


Thanks for your letter and the script of "Salvage". I like it 
very much, and am confident the Scottish Home Service planners will take it. 
I will also see how London takes to it, but I think I won't approach them 
until the other one goes out. I am so sure it will be well received that they 
will be more interested when we drop a new one on their desk. (So it will be 
longer than usual before we get a decision, alas.) 


The second point is that I am positive this piece is nearer 18 than 
15 minutes. Your scripts are always hard to prune - you've already pared away 
at each sentence. My instinct is to remove Auntie Bella ~ not because I object 
to your account of the lady, but because I don't think she is central to the 
piece, and if cutting has to be done, this is it. 


I'm sending the script back in case you don't have a carbon, but do 
let me have it again. 


One final point: title. "Salvage seems dull and uninformative. 
What about a quote from P7 - "What was wrong with my father?" It's intriguing 
at a first glance, and it's on target for the theme. 


I haven't seen your script of 'The stream', but Stewart told me he 
was doing it. And I will be interested if Robert Lynn can come up with his 
new version. Tell him, by the way, that the Paddy Feeny programme on addiction 
is now fixed for April 30th. So if he knows of someone hooked on reefers, there 
would still be time. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Archie P. Lee) 
General Programme Producer. 


Farquhar lcLay, E Howton forr We 

arquhar McLay, Esq., 

6, Allander Street, "Conca He. cet! Le Howe 
bande. 


Glasgow, N.2. 
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a 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


22nd March 1966 


Dear Farquhar, 


It was good to see you again. Thank you for your help 
in the studio. 


THE STREAM has now been edited and I have heard a 
Playback. I feel it has come off well. I hope you are yourself 
happy with it when you hear it. I have kept Morag's fall into the 
stream completely underplayed. Anything else I feel Would have 
been obtrusive and I feel this was in accord with the writing. 


If you have a moment, couid you possibly send me some 
autobiographical details which could be used if necessary for 
Publicity purposes. And if you feel strongly about your own 
approach to the play, can you give me a few lines on it which I 
can usee I hope things go well. Thanks again, and good wishes. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sawn, 


a“ 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6 Allander Street, 
N.2. 


‘ 
‘ 


“v 
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| BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION Reference : PROGS/IT | 
| BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1 | 
| STATEMENT OF PAYMENT FOR SERVICES OR IN RESPECT OF A COPYRIGHT ! 
| Dear Sir/Madam, | 
f . Given below is the gross amount of your payments including any expenses) from the Corporation for the | 
| past fiscal year. This amount has been notified by the Corporation to the Inspector of Taxes, 

| REFERENCE No, : 

~~ ; W. G. CRAIQ 
1O7S4at JORN F agua? AG LAY AFR 

. S ALLAMGEN 8) Programme Accountant 
SLASGOH Wi 


Gross Amount Paid 


| | 
| 


| times to avoid for coming to tue swuusus 


Kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


(Archie P. Lee} 
General Programme Producer. 


Farquhar McLay, Esq, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 


‘e 
. 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 
Reference: 11/APL 5th April 1966 


Dear Farquhar, 


I certainly think the new version is better. I still doubt if it 
will speak comfortably inside fifteen minutes, and I suggest that if this 
is so, you should be looking for cuts in the first page-and-a-half. It's 
slow to get started, I feel. Sacrifices may be made there, but not later. 


I hope to sell this to the other Home Services, but even if it doesn't 
take a trick there, we'll certainly place it in Scottish. When I know where 
it is going I'll let you know, and we can arrange to record. Any special 
times to avoid for coming to the studio? 


Kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


(Archié P. Lee) 
General Programme Producer. 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, N.26 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W’.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


14th April 1966 


Dear Mr. McLay, 
Just to let you know that the date for 
transmission of THE STREAM has been changed. 


It will now be broadcast on THURSDAY, 2nd JUNE 
instead of Friday. The time remains the same. 


Yours sincerely, 


? phen 


(Secretary to Stewart Conn) 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, Ne2e 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Ref: 11/APL and May, 1966. 


Dear Mr. MeLay, 


We have managed to book the following time 
to rehearse and record your talk "My Father's 
Darkness". 


Thursday 26th 1966 


Rehearsal: 10.00-10.30 aemesStudio 5 Glasgow 
Recording: 10.30-11.00 am 


Yours sincerely, 


v r ik 
(Mary Wilkinson ) 


Secretary to General Programme 
Producer. 


Farquhar Mchay Esqe, 
6, Allander Street, 
GLASGOW, Ne2. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS ; WESTERN 8844 


3rd May 1966 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


There is a possibility that Radio Times 
will be asking us “cer an article on your play 
THE STREAM. Unfortunately, they never give 
very much notice, so Stewart wondered if you 
would like to write between 150 - 200 words 
about the play and let us have it by the end 
of this week if possible, so that we have it 
on hand. If it is used, then of course you 
will receive payment, but at this stage we 
can't guarantee that it will be used. 


We shall be in the studios today and 
tomorrow, but if you need any further information, 
perhaps you could ring BBC and ask to be put 
through to the studio. 


Yours sincerely, 


fal: (has 


(Secretary to Stewart Conn) 


Parqhhar McLay, Esq-, 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, Ne2e 


9 
Talks (Live or Recorded) 
THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Head Office : BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.I 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : GLASGOW WESTERN 9844 
Our Reference: 11/iM/ Ad's ___ 3rd May, j9 006 


DearSir, 

With reference to our invitation to you to prepare and deliver a talk we offer you an engagement on the terms and con- 
ditions shown below and overleaf. If you accept, kindly sign and return the attached confirmation sheet, or reply otherwise, as soon 
as possible, (See Condition | overleaf.) 


HOME SERVICE 


SOPVICE caer me 


ing and readingyour ewn fifteen 


Title........ 


_ (Rehearsal, Thurs. 20th May, 1966.) 


(10200 = 10230 am.) 


Time of RECOPdINE smc 


Paes 


Place... 


To be arranged 


Date of First Broadcast......... 


TEE NOP FITS BE CCUG OSE sic teases ca a Ae en ce 


18 a0 t¥s.0d. 


F ae er Fa 


PRODUCER: Mr. A. F. Lee. 


Letters addressed to speakers c/o the BBC will be forwarded, but for statistical purposes the letters may be opened 
before being forwarded unless we are notified of any objection. Letters marked ‘'Personal” are forwarded unopened. If you should 
receive notice of any claim for defamation in respect of the talk(s) you are asked to notify the Corporation before taking any steps 
to deal with the claim. 


Yours faithfully, 
THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION, 


a Farquhar webay Esq., “A J) 2: bb. Qtnd th 
6, Allander St., j 
GLASGOW, Ne2e 


WK. 21. 


eee Executive 
* 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


‘TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


References 11/APL 9th May 1966 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


I wonder if it would be possible for you 
+o come a little later on the morning of Thursday, 
May 26th to rehearse and record your talk ‘My 
Father's Darkness'. We are unable to get all 
the facilities we require earlier on. The new 
times would bes 


Rehearse: 11.00-11.30 a.m. (Thurs. 26th May) 
Records 11,.30-12.00 noon 


Could you please let us know if the new 
times suit. 


Yours sincerely, 


wate 


(Heather Lang) 
Secretary to General Programme 
Producer. 


Parquhar McLay, Esqe; 
6 Allander Street, 
Glasgow, Ne2e 


BBC PUBLICATIONS 
THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION - 
35 MARYLEBONE HIGH STREET, LONDON, W.1 


TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX *‘ CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-WI ‘ TELEX: 22182 
‘TRLEPHONE: WELBECK §597 
RADIO TIMES 26 May 1966. 
le a 
Farquhar Liclay Esq. 
6 Allender Street, 
Glasgow, N.2. 
L =| 
PayMENT ADVICE 
Please find enclosed cheque value ....neenuny £448 ict Od» eecreacemiasseonineo 


in payment for the undernoted: 


F.B.g.r. in the article: 


Six New Plays - The Stream 


(Scottish Edition) 


Issue dated........ 26.566» eos R. P, DICKINSON 
Publications Accountant 


Endorsement of the cheque is sufficient 
cknowledgement of recei 
N/I7/P BLP. 10.65 alec i 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1 


TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX * CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-W1 %* TELEX : 22182 
TELEPHONE: LANGHAM 4468 ~ Ext. 3827/9 


Reference 01/CT/DLR 14th March 1967 


Dear Mr. MecLay, 


It has just been brought to my notice that in the Scottish 
Home Service on 40th March we hope to broadcast a repeat of your 
40 minute radio play entitled THE STREAM. The contract which you 
signed in October 1965 will of course cover this repeat and I will 


see that on broadcasting taking place you are ps . further 
60 guineas. i 
a Yours sincerely 


\ owl | 


(Miss D.L. Ross) 
Copyright Department 


ane 


pero 
Ww 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
7 Inverurie Street, 
Glasgow N.1. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS : WESTERN 8844 


15th March, 1967. 


Dear Farquhar, 


Por some time I have hoped that it might 
be vossible for TH! STR#An to be given a reneat 
broadcast. London, I am afraid, turned it and 
the others dow + desvite my ow recommendation. 


But it is to go out again on Scottish Home 
Service on Thursday, March 30th at 7.30 nm. 
and I am Celighted about this, 


Hope all goes well with yourself and your 
work « 


Best wishes, 


Yours sincerely; 
a9 


Of Gan ; 


a. 


(Stewart Conn) 
yet? 


—_ 


F, McLay, usqe, 
7 Inverurie street, 
Glasgow, N.1. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Refs 11/AaPL 6th December, 1967. 


Dear Farquhar, 


Nearly 30 years ago, in Reith's day, when 
I joined the BBC the staff referred to it as 
"The mill", It was understood this meant 
"The treadmill", but I have wondered whether it 
might have referred to one of the mills of God. 


Highteen months ago you recorded "My 
father's darlmess", ‘Today (not without 
prompting) London agreed to put it out on Radio 4 
January 31, 1968, at noon = 12.15 pom. 

Good grinding} 


Yours sincerely, 


A.P, LEE 
General Programme Producer. 


Dictated by Mr, Lee and despatched in 
his absence byt Late 
Secre ary s 
Farquhar McLay Esq. , 
7; Inverurie Street, 
GLASGOW, N.1, 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Vear Tarouiar, 


Got lorniag. Z 
ara. at 2 i: glad you decided to ve not the 
slicthtest besitation so far as tho suoiseri iy 


I've already had + orofitable chat with .rchie fee, who has iven ne 
r 


soue pe 
3 


w i've no influence vith the overs That Je. and the 4rts 
2s are taken internally. Jut lta “lad you've jiven me the 


thing materialises. If 


AS 
Vouncil feci 
chance to nursue this. and I siacerely hone sone 


io ohear anyvt ', of get any further encairies, L'11 let you know. Others 
L imggine it's a matter of sitting tight, crossing fingers, A beving to 


be vatiens! iA on : 


Yours si 


PiterKlowm . 


CStevaiwt Com} 
vreue 'rolucer - tid! 


E 
Q 
@ 
Hy 
@ 
e 
< 


Yarguhar MeLay, Esq, , 
7 inverurie Street, 


slasjow, ole 


a¢in ho! things 


ceotive and cotplisentary coments on fhe Radio Talss. 1'11 eibody 
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


Broadcasting House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, W.2 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS: WESTERN 8844 


Ref: 11/APL 1st March, 1968. 


Dear Farquhar, 


I'm glad to say there is a repeat for 
Scotland of 'My Father's Darkness! on Friday 
12th April 1968 at 7.45-8.00 p.m. (SHS Radio 4) 
because we weren't able to take it before. 

So justice is done at last, 


Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


ie LA epee 
(Axchie P, Lee) 
General Programme Producer. 


Faxquhar McLay Esqe, 
7, Inverurie Street, 
GLASGOW, N.1, 


MY 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION Reference : PROGS‘IT 
BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1 ; 
STATEMENT OF PAYMENT FOR SERVICES OR IN RESPECT OF A COPYRIGHT 


Dear Sir/Madam, 
Given below is the gross amount of your payments (including any expenses) from the Corporation for the 
past fiscal year. This amount has been notified by the Corporation to the Inspector of Taxes. 


REFERENCE No. ; ; wa. cave 
A$19240 FARQUAR MCLAY : 9/4/68: - 
7 INVERURIE ST p 
GLASGOW N 1 rogramme Accountant 
Gross Amount Paid 
£ sod: 
63 6 


[B/B/C/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

PO BOX 1AA BROADCASTING HOUSE LONDON W1 

TELEPHONE 01-580 4468 TELEGRAMS BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX 
Ext. 2827/9 CABLES BROADCASTS LONDON-W1 TELEX 22182 — 


Reference 01/CT/DLR 24th April 1968 - 


Dear Mr. MeLay, 


Your letter of 2th April has meant that I have had to do a 
bit of investigating because I did not book you for the programme 
MY FATHER'S DARKNESS. You were in fact issued with a contract 
by our Scottish Region. I have however checked on this and I hope 
that a repeat fee will be reaching you shortly. 


Yours sincerely, 


ard? 


Miss D.L. Ross) 
opyright Department 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
7 Inverurie Street, 
Glasgow N.1. 


JMI 


[B/B/C/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW W2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS WESTERN 8844 


Ref: 11/APL 25th March, 1969 


Dear Peter, 


Thanks for your letter, which came while I was away north. And first 
of all I have sad news. I have just been told of a revised agreement which 
means that, when the English Home Service network broadcasts a talk at a time 
when Scotland cannot use it, we can carry it on our own at a later date - 
without further fee. Sorry! It used to cost us money, but no more. You 
are the one who suffers, 


Now, to your letter. Yes, I will be glad to look through the script 
about James Thompson and give you my reactions, And at the same time, give 
me a look at 'Cat up a tree', Don't re-write - at least, for now. It 
May fit a spot that has just come ny way, if it can go at 5 or 7 minutes, 


I'm sorry to hear about Farquar. I-wonder if he could do me a script 
of that length too, along the lines of his previous talks? 


Yours sincerely, 


ARCHIE P. LEE 
General Programme Producer 


Dictated by Mr Lee and despatched in hig 
absence by lyre necretary. 


Peter Kearney, Esq., 
28 Rosewood Street, 
GLASGOW, W.3. 


[B/IBI/C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW W2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041 -339 8844 


Ref: 141/APL 22ndApril, 1969 


Dear Farquhar, 
I am sorry that I was away on a recording trip when you rang, 


I wonder if you could give me a ring again later this week to 
discuss the Sacco-Vanzetti material, 


A while ago Third Programme carried a programme about it and to 
my surprise the evidence brought out in that was that the verdict of 
guilty seemed to be much less unjust than I had always been led to believe, 


But if there is a new line we can certainly try to interest the 
planners in it. 


Yours sincerely, 


ARCHIE P. LEE 
General Programme Producer 


Dictated by Mr Lee and despatched in his 
absence by pve Bhombes7 Secretary. 


Farquhar MeLay, Esq., 
7 Inverurie Street, 
Glasgow, N.1. 


le 


[B//BI/C/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW W2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


Ref: 11/APL 7th May, 1969 


Dear Farquhar, 


I have been much out of the office in the past month, all over the 
country. So the desk-work suffers, and you are kept waiting for thia reply. 


First, Iwas surprised that you took so equably my report of the Third 
Programe, It went counter to every item of propaganda with which my 
impressionable youth had been fed and convinced; and left me rather deflated - 
because its evidence all seemed to be soundly-based; and the logic of the 
reasoning after that couldn't be faulted, However, it seems you were away 
ahead of me, alongside then, 


Your plan for a character-study of Sacco and Vanzetti may well attract 
the Third; but I am sure they would ask whether you would have a linking 
narrator; or whether you mean (when you say 'presented without any comment! ) 
that there would be no linking speech at all, 


I'm away again next week in Edinburgh and Aberdeen, but if you ring up 
we can fix a date for you to come in and help me to compose a piece putting 
the idea up to Third Programme, 


Yours aye, 
ARCHIE P, LEE 
General Prosramne Producer 
Dictated by Mr Lee and despatched in his 


absence by Kipront Lem Secratary. 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
7 Inverurie Street, 
GLASGOW, N.1. 


[B/B/C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

BROADCASTING HOUSE LONDON W1A 1AA 

TELEPHONE 01-580 4468 CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON PS4 

Ext. 2733/3024 TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX TELEX: 22182 


Reference 01/CT/H 4th September, 1970, 


Dear Mr. McLay, 
fhe BBC is planning to broadcast a programme called 
"WORKSHOP" (24) 


on Radio4S on Wed. 23rd September '70In this programme we 
would like to include the following material: 


Poem of 16 lines entitled BREAKERS OF WALLS 
i w 28 " Lis BEGG. ERS 
I am therefore writing to ask if we may use the material 
in this way, subject to payment on broadcasting of a fee 
calculated in accordance with our usual scale which is set out 
on the reverse side of the enclosed form. If so, will you 


please sign and return to me one copy. 


Yours sincerely, 


hav iu_= 
(Mary Herring) 
Copyright Department 


Farquhar Mclay, Esq., 
7, Inverurie Street, 
GLASGOW, N.l. 


Enc. 


FORM Ill 
THIS PAGE TO BE RETAINED BY THE AUTHOR OR HIS AGENT 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION. 
Broadcasting House, London, WIA IAA 


TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX : 22182 yr CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON W.14. “TELEPHONE 


1580 4468 


490700 BBC Reference Ol/etp: Ma 


IN CONSIDERATION of the payment to me/us of fees in accordance with the scale specified 
overleaf (which fees shall only become due if broadcast performances ‘are given) ”|/WE -HEREBY 
AUTHORISE the BBC to give all or any of the ‘following broadcast perornncy (either live or by 
means of recordings) of : 


my/the.........Bs Pe ee eee essere? 
% _ BR: eae ERS OF MALLS" = 16 Lines igasse blag ns encernshataey 
_ A BAGCERS" = 28 Vines 
the programme... QRKSH = 04) 
2 provisténally scheduled 
for the... B&9 _service on... 2249010, =a and where t necessary 


to abridge or a reer or ‘ard ‘the above work(s) for ‘broadcasting and. ‘jwe- ‘agree to alge the 
relay of such performances by any system of wire broadcasting. tay 


(a) Broadcast performances in the BBC’s Services for the British Isles. 
(b) Broadcast performances in English in the BBC’s External Services. 
(c) Broadcast performances in foreign languages in the BBC’s External Services. 


PROVIDED ALWAYS that the initial performance, if given, shall take place within. [2.1 months 
of the signing hereof, and that any repeat performances. shall take place within [5. months of 
performance. es 


Farquhar Melay, lege, ST 
7, Inverurie Street, 
GLASGO Nels Dateae, £1 2688 


P/675/c 3.70 AEB 


POEMS OR EXCERPTS THEREFROM 


Schedule of Fees 


Services for the British isles 

Up to 24 lines .... af I guineas per 8 lines or part thereof. 
For the next 24 lines .... | guinea per 8 lines or part thereof. 
For the next 96 lines .... eae ae ae fs oie .. | guinea per 12 lines or part thereof. 
Thereafter vee eae eee eee se Guinea per 12 lines or part thereof. 

Translations: Two-thirds of above rate for the original work and half above rate for the translation. 


2. External Services 


(a) English-speaking services 
(i) To cover more than | and up to 7 broadcasts: 


Upto8lines.. 2... 14 guineas. 
9 to i6 lines .... ate sas ins ash ais .. 3 guineas, 
17 to 24 lines o set Sh uw. 4 guineas. 


Thereafter up to 144 lines | guinea per [2 lines or part thereof. 
After [44 lines $ guinea per 12 lines or part thereof. 


(ii) For each broadcast thereafter 10 per cent of rate under (i). 
(iii) For a single broadcast two-thirds of rate under (i). 

(b) Foreign-speaking services 
For up to two broadcasts in any one service: 


Up to and including 8 lines... age ste ag a | guinea. 
Over 8 and up to 24 lines .... is 2 as Ty guineas. 
Over 24 and up to 36 fines as 38 a ... 2 guineas. 


Over 36 lines ate Hie + of rate under (a) (i) 


Translations: 
(i) English works used in a published foreign-language translation: 
Full rate for orfginal and two-thirds for translation. 
(ii) Foreign works used in translation (whether into English or into another foreign language): 
Two-thirds for original and two-thirds for translation. 


CONDITIONS 


(a) Ifa broadcast programme includes more than one extract from a copyright work, all such extracts shall be aggregated 
for the purpose of assessing the fee. 


(b) The word “broadcast” shall be deemed to include simultaneous broadcasting throughout the services for the British 
Isles (i.e. in any programme, sound or television, broadcast by the BBC for reception in the British Isles) or throughout 


the External Services respectively. 


NOTE: The above Schedule of Fees accords with the BBC’s Agreement with the Publishers’ 
Association and the Society of Authors. 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION, BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON W1A 1AA 


Service.......... Radi 9.4. eetlans....... Date of issue................. cs BW {ree 
Author if different SGRVRiGHil DEPARTMENT 
IGT (PES Cag nen ce eee acer ne Tee de ee eee een. PAYMENTS 


Address 11 ie St ty J 


Glasgow, N.l. 


_————— 


ave! Name of Programme, Title of Work and Author 


Nom, 
So 


non-punch 


2329-70 WORKSHOP Ho. 24 = 


The following poems were used : 


“BREAKERS OF WALLS" - 16 lines J 
*SNGGARS" - 28 lines p 


£3. 3.0. 
£5.15.6. 


£8,18.6. 


ogee EEE Certified duly performed on above date(s) Abies Ore WPT ted 
Cat, No. 6279 revised 10:69 


Ses a ce 


ay 


[B/BIC/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW WEE G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


and June, 1972 


Dear Farquhar, 


Good to hear from you.e Thanks for sending THRESHOLDS, 
I take your point about Kandy and Boots. If your alternative material 
is accessible, and you don't mind letting me read it, I'd be grateful, 
That doesn't mean I'd necessarily want to absorb it. But it might help 
me in terms of the focus I'd like to get on the play itself - and which 
was what I confess I found slightly difficult when it came in originally. 


One way or another, I'm looking forward to reading the 
play again and, I hope, to discussing it with you further, 


Hope things are 0.K, with you. Very glad we bumped into 
one another in Smith's, 


Best wishes to you both, 


Yours sincerely, 


ny ye. 


(Stewart Comn) 
Radio Drama Producer 


Farquhar Mclay Esq., 
39 Deanston Drive, 
Shawlands, 

GLASGOW. .S.1. 


[B/BIC/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW xxx G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


16th Octeber, 1972 


Dear Farquhar, 


Thank you for sending BOOTS MEDITATES ON STREET OFFENCDS. I've 
read it, and think it is terrifie. It alse comes at just the right 
moment.» 


Would you be prepared, if need be, to bring it down to the right 
length for a half-hour placing? At the moment it strikes me as being 
maybe a little too long. What sort of voice do you imagine him having, 
I wonder? 


All going well I'd like to record it as soon as possible, with a 
view to broadcasting it on Radio 4 Scotland, as a "New Writing" 
programme on its own, on the evening of Wednesday 22nd November, 1972. 


Shall look forward to hearing from you. If we meet over this one, 
it will give us a chance to have a chat about THRESHOLDS. 


All the best, 


Yours sincerely, 


Ww A/ , 
(Stewart Conn) 
Drama Producer - Radio 


Farquhar MeLay, Esqo, 
39 Deanston Drive, 
GLASGOW. Soto 


(B/B/C/ 
BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

f BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW4AE Gte 

. TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


Q 


24th October, 1972 


Dear Farquhar, 


Thanks for your note. Jack Henry has read the 
script and likes it. And I would like to hear hin 
reading. The studio has been booked for 7 - 10 pomey 
on the evening of Friday 3rd November, 1972. He is 
coming in at about six O'clock, If it is convenient 
for yourself, could I suggest that we all meet then 
at the Reception Desk, and head for the canteen where 
we can discuss the reading and the kind of character 
you envisage, over a meal. Could you let me know if 
this suits yous I'1l send you a couple of scripts as 
soon as they have been stencilled. And I'll remain 
epen-minded about the possibility of "punctuating" 
the reading ~ though I suspect that it is well enough 
constructed to sustain itself as a single piece. 


Good wishes. 


Yours sincerely, 
Awa 


(Stewart Conn) 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, 
39 Deanston Drive, 
Shawlands, 

GLASGOW. .S.te 


PS: I'd rather not make any cuts before hand. But if you 
care to braeket some for safety, all to the good. 


Bir 


CW 


AUTHORITY TO BROADCAST SPECIALLY WRITTEN MATERIAL 


(Original Performance in Service for the British Isles) 


Form: B.I. (St.) 


Bist October 1972 Reference: o1/cT/mg 


IN CONSIDERATION of the payment of a fee Of 2000s, ccscsccesevevenes 


approx. 39' story 


FOL MY coscvee vers ceeee cesses sere sees esses seers esac esses eseeenresesereseeses 


BOOTS MEDITATES ON STREET OFFENCES 


SNE tled srccvcareccvcasreesessssrereese eevee eee eer aeceaeesenesneasevarersese 


(which sum shall be payable on acceptance by the BBC of the work as suitable 
for broadcasting) I HEREBY AUTHORISE the BBC to give, within two years from 
acceptance of the script, one broadcast of the work, either live or by means 
of recordings made by the BBC, in its service for the British Isles (includig 
if desired simultaneous broadcasting in the BBC's External Services) 


provisionally scheduled for the De ic rch lak eC a rr rere 


Radio 4 Scotland 


ON acer eee rs eee e esos Heer see es ener ee eH EEE H ETFO ETOH HEHEHE EEO OHHH ECO RO OEH EOE SED 


I ALSO AUTHORISE the BBC to give within 2 years from acceptance of the script 
or one year from the date of the initial broadcast, whichever be the longer:- 


(a) broadcast performances (either live or recorded) of the work IN ENGLISH 
in its EXTERNAL SERVICES SUBJECT to payment of ONE HALF of the initial 
fee to cover not more than seven broadcasts and SUBJECT to a further 
payment of 10% of the initial fee for each broadcast in excess of seven. 


(ob) broadcast performances (either live or recorded) of the work IN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES in its EXTERNAL SERVICES SUBJECT to payment of ONE QUARTER of 
the initial fee payable PER LANGUAGE for every two broadcasts in that 
language. 


(c) REPEAT PERFORMANCES (either live or recorded) of the work in its S=RVICES 
FOR THE BRITISH ISLES, including aS desired simultaneous broadcasting in 
the BBC's External Services SUBJECT to payment of the FULL initial fee 
for each broadcast given, 


I FURTHER AUTHORISES the BBC at any time without further payment: 


(a) to translate and record the material for broadcasting purposes, 

(b) to broadcast short excerpts in programmes of an historic or 
reminiscent nature and in trailer programmes. 

(¢) to permit the relay of any of the performances referred to 
above by any system of wire broadcasting. 


I UNDERTAKE to supply to the BBC full details of any material included in the 
script which has been previously published or the rights in which are not my 
property, and I agree to indemnify the BBC against any claims from third 
parties resulting from any breach of this undertaking. 


I WARRANT that the work contains no defamatory matter (provided however that 
I shall not be liable for any defamatory matter which in the opinion of the 
BBC was included in the script without negligence or malice on my part). 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., F 
39 Deanston Drive, Signed secocvecccvcccsesacvvesvecsessessesvese 
Shawlands, 


os 


Glasgoy. 5.1. 
Date a ah icliovexs 


See ores aer eee eseneeoeneesessee® 


724.72 


Reference: 01/CT/ME 


Dear Mr. McbLay, 


We are hoping to 
entitled: 


[B/B/C/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE LONDON WI1A 1AA 
TELEPHONE 01-580 4468 CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON PS4 
TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX TELEX: 22182 


Ext. 2733/3024 


3lst October 1972 


MORNING STORY 


approx. 30 
broadcast your 7% E& AH minute MS story 


BOOTS MEDITATES ON STREET OFFENCES 


4 Scot. 
in our Radio 3 Service, provisionally scheduled for 


22nd 


November 1972 


For this broadcast I suggest a fee of £60 


If this is acceptable 
two attached contract 


would you sign and return one of the 
forms? 


Yours sincerely, 


Phau Khim —ey 


(Mary Herring) 


Copyright Department 


Farquhar Mclay, Esq., 
39 Deanston Drive, 
Shawlands, 

Glasgow, 5.1. 


Enes. 


AMP 


THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION, BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON WiA 1AA 


Service........... iadio 4 Seotiand teed Date of issue Sed, vovemuer 1972 4257 Mii 
Author if different CGPYRIGHT DEPARTMENT 
BROT AG yea ete oe a eee ot eke cg ada cuiiadi pide aniai PAYMENTS 
| 25-31 | | 32-61 
Payee Payee 
Number Name Farquhar HeLay, Seq., 
Address 39 Deanston Drive, 


Shawlands, Copy to: Stewart Conn 
Glasgow, 3.1. 


Project No. Fee fees Name of Programme, Title of Work and Author 
16-24 64-68 : non-punch 
£50.09 22.11.72) BOOTS MEDITATES ON STREST OFFENCES ~ 30' story 
AUth OF SAati OM c2ccccccccesicnecsesssesses conser ee ee rere ae 
751118 Cat. No. 6280 revised 10:69 , 


[B/BIC) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW W2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


23 Nov 72 


Dear Farquhar, 


> 
 T've just sent off a letter to you, And have 


I) 
phone call from a listener to BOOTS who was 
pressed by it that he would very much like to 
ave a copy of the script, I explained that I couldnt 


do this, without checking with you, = 


He is Mr John Ayton, 
McCulloch Court, 
128 McCulloch St, -(or Rd, but I think 
Glasgow G41 INX St) 


You might care to drop him a note? And send 
a copy of the script, if you like, Or if you 
ent a spare one, you could let me know, & I'11 
one off to him, 


“! 


All the best, 


[B/B/C) 

BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW W2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


23 Nov 72 


Dear Farquhar, 


As you knew, I was unsure as to how successful our 
studio approach to BOOTS had in fact been, And I got 
your message, afterwards, At the same tine I felt it 
was only right to stick to my own convictions. And I 
confess I was reassured, firstly when I heard a playback, 
and then this morning when your telegram arrived. Many 
thanks for sending it - I'11 certainly convey your 
reaction to Jack Henry. 


I still agree entirely that BOOTS could have been 
done differently; ie by a really experienced professional 
reader, who'd have brought out its every nuance and shade 
of meaning (of which it has many!), But what I felt 
I wanted to aim at, instinctively, was the impression 
that we were listening to (or overhearing) not an actor, 
and not even a story - but BOCTS himself, as it were ~ 
talking ordinarily, and autobiographically. Whatever 
else was lacking, I do feel this side of things was 
caught - and that this way, something of the rich and 
rare quality of the character (and the writing) came over, 


So far I've had two reactions, in the building - 
which is two more than one normally gets, in radio} 
Head of Music said he found it "unswitch-off-able", And 
Archie Lee said he found the voice unfamiliar (a good 
start), and wholly convincing in what he felt it was 
meant to represent, Both greatly enjoyed the programme, 
I said I'd pass their comment on. And I'11 be in touch 
again, in due course, about how maybe to tackle 
THRESHOLDS, Thanks meantime for the opportunity to do 
BOOTS - and, as I say, for your generous telegram, 


All the best, Sincerely, 


+) 
oh 


(B/B)C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


25th January, 1974 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


Thank you for your letter of 22nd January. 
I have checked our records and we have no note 
of receiving the manuscripts you say you sent 
8 or 9 months ago. 


Stewart is at present in Australia and is 
not due back in the office until the end of February. 
I will, however, pass your letter to him on his 
return. 


Yours sincerely, 


Gar 3 Adee 


(Gail Russell) 
Secretary to Stewart Conn 
(Drama Producer ~ Radio) 


Farquhar McLay, Hsae; 
39 Deanston Drive, 
GLASGOW G41 3aG. 


/B//B/C/ 
BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


29th January, 1974 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


Miss Russell (in Stewart Conn'ts 
office) has passed on to me your letter 
of 28th January. 


We do in fact have three scripts 
of yours - "Eddie", "Anna" and "Poor Joe, 
Poor Boots" together with various poems. 
They arrived in this office towards the 
end of '73 when Mr. Maclaren was extremely 
busy with production work on the serial 
we have just finished. I'm afraid we 
don't know how they arrived with us and 
can only apologise that you haven't 
received an acknowledgment. 


Mr. Maclaren will be writing to 
you very shortly as soon as he has been 
able to read your material. 


Yours sincerely, 


HOLL leo, Chere 
(Pamela Christie) 
Assistant to Pharic Maclaren 
Senior Producer, Tel. Drama 
Mr. Farquhar McLay, 
39 Deanston Drive, 
Glasgow G41 3AG 


[B/B/C/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW W2 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


PHM/PC 12th February, 1974 


Dear Farquhar Movay, 


Sorry for the delay in contacting you about 
the scripts you sent in. 


I've now read "Anna" and "Eddie". And 
while they both have great virtue - especially in 
the quality and naturalness of dialogue - I feel 
that both suffer from the same fault of too much 
"mnessage"—bearing dialogue and too much reported 
action. And both seem too long relative to the 
development of each individual play. 


Sorry if that sounds harsh. But from 
meeting you I'm certain you'd prefer an honest 
reaction. They are both just too long for their 
length - if that makes sense. 


I'm very sorry to have to say 'no'. The 
dialogue in both plays is very good. 


Yours /sipcerely, 


(Pharic Ms 
Senior Producer 
Television Drama 


Mr. Farquhar McLay, 
439 Deanston Drive, 
Glasgow G41 3AG 


[B/B/C/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


1st May, 1974 


Dear Farquhar, 


I'm sorry you should have had such difficulty trying to contact 
either Gail or myself. Apart from a heavy studio schedule (and 
telephone calls would be unlikely to be put through, during 
rehearsals) I've been in London. Before that, as you know, there 
was my Australian visit - as genuine, I assure you, as it was 
short-notice! 


As you knew, I was eager to see whether revision might clarify 
the text of THRESHOLDS which had been submitted for the Radio Play 
Competition. My hope was that, after alterations, it might be 
possible to find a placing; as I was enthusiastic about certain 
aspects of the script. Unfortunately my own reservations - about 
its over-all shape and lucidity, and the differentiation between 
one character and another, in the slightly bizarre setting in which 
we found them - were confirmed by Drama Script Unit in London, 

On reconsidering the revised text, and consulting my colleague 
Gordon Emslie, I realised that any hopes of putting forward a 
convincing argument for broadcasting the play on Scottish opt-out 
were themselves fading. 


The reason I held on to your manuscript was in the hope that, 
in due course, I might still see a way to cast and direct the play. 
Unfortunately, again, the approaches I made on its behalf didn't meet 
with success. Nor the attempt (unrelated to your submission of the 
seript, for radio, but nonetheless an effort on its behalf) to find 
a home for it, in an experimental stage presentation. I'm only sorry 
that the outcome should be (especially after so long) unsatisfactory, 
from your own point of view. 


You should hear shortly from Copyright Department, on the subject 
of an ex gratia payment which I believe is fair, under the circumstances - 
and as the revision to the play was done at our request. 


Your original script, and the revised text, are enclosed, with ny 
personal apologies. The other playscripts, and the poems you submitted, 
didn't come to our office but were (I gather) sent to Pharic Maclaren - 
whose Secretary tells me she has already returned them to you. I hope 
you got them safely. 


Renewed apologies. And good wishes. 


Yours sincerely 


y Vw : 
(Stewart Conn) 
Drama Producer - Radio 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., Pl 


39 Deanston Drive, 
GLASGOW 5 1. 
encles. 


[B/B/C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE LONDON W1A 1AA 
TELEPHONE 01-580 4468 TELEX: 22182 
TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX 


Ext. 3244/3252 
Reference. 01/cT/AH 2nd May 1974 


Dear Mr. Mcbay, 


Stewart Conn tells me that at the BBC's request you have done 
certain rewriting work on your play THRESHOLDS. Unfortunately the BBC 
has decided not to go ahead with your play, but because we asked you to 
do this work we would like to pay you an ex gratia fee of £25. 


I am now authorising payment of this amount which I hope will 
reach you in the near future. 


Yours sincerely, 


Ae. ee 4 i. t euakt oe 


Alannah Hensler 
Copyright Department 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
39 Deanston Drive, 
GLASGOW, 

G41 3AG. 


LM 


-_ [B/B/C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


8th May, 1974 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


Thank you very mach for submitting the fellowing material for 
consideration: 


RADIO PLAY - THE VISIT 


While every care will be taken, while it is in the BBC's possession, 
no responsibility can be accepted for its loss or damage. 


Yours sincerely, 


beau pe 
(ja. PAWL | 
(Secretary to Stewart Conn) 

Drama Producer - Radin 


Farquhar McLay, Esqe, 
39 Deanston Drive, 
GLASGOW G41 3AG. 


[B/B/C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


17th July, 1974 


Dear Mr McLay, 


Thank you very mach for submitting the fellowing material for 
consideration: 


STORY: POOR JOE, POOR BOOTS! and 8 Poems. 


While every care will be taken, while it is in the BBC's possession, 
no responsibility can be accepted for its loss or damage. 


Yours sincerely, 


Ga Ry Adee 


(Secretary to Stewart Conn) 
Drama Producer ~ Radin 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
39 Deanston Drive, 
Shawlands, 

GLASGOW G41 3AG. 


(B/BIC/ 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE QUEEN MARGARET DRIVE GLASGOW G12 8DG 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 041-339 8844 


28th August, 1974 


Dear Farquhar, 


Thanks again for the opportunity to read 
your stories and poems. Unfortunately I've just 
completed a batch of new writing programmes; and 
it doesn't look as though I could find an outlet 
for anything here, in the foreseeable future, 
Nor, apparently, can Gordon Emslie, to whom I 
passed the manuscripts. We prefer the story to 
the poems. But I feel even it comes over better 
on the printed page than it would over the air, 
Have you tried the Arts Council collections at all? 
It'd be good to see Boots in print one of these 
days. Only sorry not to be of more use. 


Yours gincerely, 


MotnN - 
(Stewart Conn) 
Drama Producer ~ Radio 


Farquhar MeLay, Esq., 
39 Deanston Drive, 
Shawlands, 

GLASGOW G41 3A4G. 


encl... 


pRipnin 
(B/B/C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
BROADCASTING HOUSE 5 QUEEN STREET EDINBURGH EH2 1JF 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 031-225 3131 


19th March, 1979 
Ref: 11/SC 


Mr F. McLay, 


Basement Flat at cs 
6 Balvicar Drive, \ he ove 9 
Gio Bos. mr@rovladge blow 


Dear Mr McLa F 
ea Vs we weliea: 


SCRIPT_ACKNOWLEDGMENT A BAD De 


This letter is simply to inform you that 


aer ih. 
HEADLINES FOR WHITEY 42 


has/have been received safely by the Radie 
Drama Department and that we will be writing 


to you again as soon as possible, 


Yours sincerely, 


ee 


Susan J. Meek 
Secretary to Stewart Conn 


[B/B/C) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


BROADCASTING HOUSE 5 QUEEN STREET EDINBURGH EH2 1JF 
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 031-225 3131 


24th September, 1979 


Dear Farquhar, 


I'm sorry you've had to wait so long. I've had your 
scripts returned, literally this morning, by the colleague 
I'd passed them to. Like myself, he felt A BAD DAY held 
more possibilities, where radio is concerned. ky own 
feeling is that if some of the moralising at the start 
were cut, it could work well. The ending I like very much 
indeed. \ 


Can I return HeADLIVES FO WHITEY to vou, as it seems 
to lack the clarity of the other story, and its potential 
impact on the listener. I've given A BAD DAY to Patrick 
Rayner, in Talks and Features Department - in the hope that 
he may see a way to include a shortened version in his Short 
Story output. I've also asked him to make up for the long 
time we've had the script, by readine it and contacting you 
direct, as speedily as nossible. This he has agreed to do. 


All the best. 


Yours sincerely, 


C lewenh/ 


Stewart Conn 
Senior Drama ft'rodyicer, Radio 


Iir Farguhar McLey, 
Basement Flat, 

6 Balvicar Drive, 
Glasgow, 

G42 Bas. 


Ene. 


jj 7,31 
[B/B/C) 

BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

BROADCASTING HOUSE 5 QUEEN STREET EDINBURGH EH2 1JF 

TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS 031-225 3131 


25th September, 1979 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


As you know, your story "A Bad Day", 
was handed on to me by Stewart Conn. I am 
returning it to you with regret, although I 
enjoyed it. My main objection lies in the 
feeling that the story would not 
successfully condense into a 15-minute 
slot (2,000 words), the kind of story I 
do most often. 


Sorry not to be more helpful. 
Yours sincerely, 
Ae 
(PATRICK RAYNER) 
Producer, Features, Radio 

Mr. Farquhar McLay, 

Basement Flat, 

6 Balvicar Drive, 


GLASGOW. 
G42 80S 


/PDA 


ence 


